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THE WILDERNESS CAMPAIGN

(Continued from page one.)

scrlo-comie expression of countenance:

* ‘Yas, a few—in the band.

The General suppressed the laugh
with which he was struggling, and feel-
ing that an effort to get any really use-
ful information from the North Caro-
linian would be a slow process, disap-
peared into his tent to attend to some
correspondence, and left the prisoner
to be further interviewed by the staff.

**1 tell you, gentlemen,” went on the

Confederate, ‘thah’s lots o' cobwehs in|
| right flank of the Sixth Corps, bhut in-

my throat, and 1 could talk to you-all a
heap bettah if 1 only had a dish o
liguor. Thah’s nothin’ braces a man up
like takin® a littie o' the tanglefoot.

‘“Thereupon a canteen and cup were
brought, and after the man had poured
out about four fingers of commissary
whisky and tossed jt off as if it were
water he looked considerably invigor-
ated. ‘Nothin' as soothin® as co'n-julce,
eftah all,’ he continued. ‘T'd like to live
in Kaintucky. Them Kaintucky fellers
pay they can walk right into a co'n-
field, strip off an ‘eah, and jes’ squeeze
a drink of whisky out'n ir.’

“ “How did you happen to be picked
up? was now d.

* Well, yvou s«

g . he replied, ‘our
Cap'n, Jimmy Skipwo'th, marched me
out on the picket line. Cap'n Jimmy's
one o them thah slack-twisted, loose-
belted, toggle-j'inted kind o’ feilers that
gends you straight out to the front, and
if you don't get killed right off, why,
he gete nll out o patience, and thinks
you want to live fo'evain You can't get
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away, because he's always keepin' tab
on you, When he marched us out to-
day I says to him: “Capt. Jimmy, thah
don't 'pear to be enough of the boys
a-comin’ along with us, Now, I tell
you, when we go to monkeyin® with
them Yanks we ought to have plenty o’
company; we don't want to feel lone-
some.” Well, we got thah, and went to
diggin' a ditch, so we could flop down
in it and protect our heads, and could
use afterward fo' buryin' you-all in ef
we could get hold o' you. Well, jes'
then you opened lively, and come at us
a-whoopin® and a-careerin’ like sin;
and ez fo' me, I took a header fo' the
diteh. The boys saw somethin® drop,
and T dldn't make any effo't to plek it
up ag'in till the mizunderstandin’® was
ovah. The fust thing I knowed aftah
that you lighted onto me, vanked me
out o' the hole, and then turned me
ovaeh to some of you' dragoons; and,
ILo'd, how they did run me into your
lines. And g0 h'yah I am.’

“After the Provosi-Marshal’s people
had been told to take the prisoner to
the rear and treat him well, the man,
before moving on, said: 'Gentlemen, I
would like mighty well to see that thah
new-fangled weepon o yourn that
shoots like it was a whole platoon. They
tell me you can load it up on Sunday
and fiah it off all the rest o' the week.'

*“*He had derived, this notion from the
Spencer carbine, the new magazine gun
which fired seven shots in rapid succes-
sion. After this exhibition of his talent
for dialog he was marched off to joln
the other prisoners.”

Gen. Butler's Troops Ordered Up.

Gen. Grant, with his usual quickness
af nerception, saw that Butler had been

order, and see how it could be executed
to defeat its plain intent. There are
pages in the officiat documents in which
Smith tries to throw the blame for his
shortcomings upon Grant and Meade,
and complaing bitterly of the hot an-
swers sent by Meade to him. Smith
would plead that he was not ready for
battle, since he had mot his ammuni-
tion along, and Meade would ssk, with
much profane emphasis, why he had
not taken his ammunition along when
he marched, It must be confessed that
in these acrimonions discusgsions our
sympathies are with Meade, It was In-
tended that Smith should march direct-
Iv on Cold Harhor to join on to the

stend of doing that he marched to New
Castle Ferry and then back on a hot,
dusty day, which greatly exhnusted ms

men. Thus he did not reach Cold Har-
bor until 3 o'clock in the afternoon,
when he had been expected early in

the morning of June 1.

The Terrible Exhaunstion of the Cam-
paign,

Smith makes much of his exhausting
march, but it hardly comparesz with
what had been endured by the men of
the Army of the Potomac. The long
record of the world’s wars cannot show
any equul to that which they had suf-
fered, yet borne patiently and cheerful-
ly, in the 27 days since they had crossed
the Rapidan. Every day almost brought
terrific battle, and when the men were
not fighting they were huilding barri-
cades, digging with feverish energy at
intrenchments or protecting their fronts

with abatis At night came toilsome,
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soul-wenrying, body-racking marches in
the darkness and rain, thru blinding
storms, clinging mud and over bafMing
roads that led no one knew exactly
whither. After the prodigious labor of
intrenching and the fatigues of the
march the reparation of connected rest
wis unknown. When they could stop
fighting or digging for awhile the men
would sink down anywhere, knowing
only too well that the respite would be
exceedingly brief, and ended by anoth-
er hot summons to labor or to battle.
Looked at to-day, in these easy, rest-
loving times of peace, one cannot com-
prehend how men endured what they
did and yet lived thru such arduous
days and nights as followed May 4,
1864.
The Idnes at Cold Harbor.

It seems that Lee was not g0 well in-
formed a=s Grant supposed him to Le,
nnd did not know of Smith’s arrival at
White House until the afternoon of
June 1, when Smith was already at Cold
Harbor. Gen. Grant had decided that
lLee's position on the Totopotomoy wWas
too strong to attack, and therefore
moved on to Cold Harbor, which would
turn Lee's flank and give a faint prom-
ise of interposing between him and
Richmond. Grant had little expecta-
tion that his alert enemy would allow
him to do this, but it was well worth
trying. In the meanwhlile he adhered
obgtinately to his original plan of cross-
ing the James near City Point and fin-
ishing up the campaign on the south
side of that river. With the eye of the
highest military genius, he recognized
from the first that this was the only
method by which the principal army of
the Confederacy could be effectively dis-

BOMB PROOFS AT COLD HAREBOR.

Prought to an ahsolute standstill and
that nothing further could be expected

from him. He at once dispatched or-
ders to Butler to send him all his men
except a sufficient number to hold the
short line of fortifications at Bermuda
Hundred. Altho this was a bitter pill
for Butler to swallow, he complied
promptly, and ordered Gen. Smith to
immediately concentrate 16,000 men tq
g0 on board transports and move down
the Peninsula to White House. In this
order Butler lamented that he was be-
fng deprived of his troops just as he
was getting ready to take the offensive
and Petersburg. He warned Smith to
look ocut carefully for torpedoes in the
Paminkey, as the rebels had knowl-
edge of his destinagion, and would prob-
ably plant mines of destruction near
the White House. Learning when he
reached Fortress Monroe that the Army
of the Potomac had crossed the Pa-

munkey, Bmith determined to land di- |

rectly at White House Instead of oppo-
Elte it, as was first proposed. He reached
this point on the morning of May 30,
and began debarking his troops as rap-
idly as the limited facilities of the wharf
would permit. The landing was covered

by Capt. Babeock, of the United St:uva:pnmry shelter,

Navy, with an old ferrybont, on which
were monnted some bow and stern guns.

Gen. Smith was now on ground fo-
millar to him from
with McClellan In 1862, Grant felt that
Lee might suddenly slip away from the
Army of the Powomar and fall upon
Bmith, and that was one reason for the
order to Sheridan to hold on to Cold
Harbor at all hazurds until the infuntry
eould reinforce him. Cold Harhor cove
ered the road leading diectly 1o White
House, by which Lee would have to
march to strike Smith.

Immediately upon reporting to the
Army of the Potomac Smith's old trou-
ble with his orders broke out afresh.
This was particularly trying, since he
ecame Into conflict with the irascible

eade, who had none too high an opin-

of Smith in the first place and lttle
patience with any man of his nature,
with jts prepeness (o Quibble over an

posced of, Unless he could get between
Lee and Richmond before Lee's army
wns destroyed it would be necessary to
B0 1o the south side of the James to
prevent Lee from retréeating farther
bick into the country and thus pro-
tracting the war indefinitely. BSouth of
the James he would alwuys be on Lee's
right flank and in a porition to cut off
his retreat whenever the Confederate
leader felt he could no longér defend
Richmond. Therefore, Gen. Grant tele-
Eraphed to Gen. Halieck to send him
at once sufficlent transportation to take
the army across the James promptly
and =afely.

There has been much discussion as to
the name Cold Harbor, which will live
forever in American history. The dif-

ferent spellings of the name have been
| ulmost as various as the number of dis-
putants. The most plausible explana-
| tlon of the name §s that it was {mport-
¢d from England, where, in the old
| wagoning dnyvs, it had meant some rude
und simple protection against the gales
and rains; that is, it differed from the
1111\c-rn. wheres food could be found for
man and beast, in being simply some-
thing of the shed construction for tem-
Such a shelter would
be # “cold hurbor,” whereas the tavern,
|v. ith Its barns and forage, would be a
“warm herbor.” In the esrly days in

his campaigning | Virginia, when so much of the truns-

| portation was done by wagons, the
| teamsters would find st Cold Harbor
some sort of rude protection from sud-
{den storme. The place was not & hur-
{bor |n the sea sense of the word, zince
(it was on elevated lund, far from anny
wiiter except that of the creeks headed
near it. it was got a center of popula-
tlon or even a collection of farm houses.
It was simply a point at which a num-
ber of important roads met, and it was
necegsary to the Army of the Potomac
for two vital reasons, firet, that the
main road, a very good one for Vir-
ginia, led directly back to White House,
which had been made the new base of
supplies, and, second, that from It ran
two Important roads, crossing the near-
by Chickahomliny, directly luto Riche

an

mond, only seven miles away.

The two great armies were now swift-
Iy marching Into line for a death grap-
ple on the old battlefield of Lee and
MceClellan of two vears before, with this
difference, that the Army of the Polo-
mae now occupled nearly the same po-
sition that Lee and Jackson held in
1862, while Lee's conformed more near-
Iy to MeClellan’s former line of buttle.

{(To be conlinued.)

ANOTHER INSTALLMENT OF IN-
TERESTING NAVAL SKETCHES,

Our Comrades of the Navy Write of the
Webb Incident, the Fight at Mobile
Bay, the Saving of the Mahaski, Euc.

Comrade Robbins, who recently asked
about the Webb incident, will find his
question well and fuolly answered. All
will enojy reading of the incident, as

well as the other stories of achieve-
ment.

With Farragut at Mobile.
Albert H. Goff, Sanger, Tex., writes:
“A few weeks ago I subscribed to
The National Tribune, and you cannot
fmagine my delight when the first arti-
cle that attracted my attention was
‘Battle of Mobile Bay,” by Comrade
Manwaring. Comrade Manwaring was
the monitor Winnebago., I was

Third Assistant Engineer on her sis-
ter, Chickasaw, I was well ac-
quainted with Simon Shultice, the
Chief Engineer of the Winnehago., He

"and T both entered the naval service at

=y
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made at the time,

Winnebago and I to the Chickasaw.
There were four double-turreted monli-
tors bullt at Carondelet, Mo. (a suburb
of St. Louls), by the Government, in-
tended for Farragut's fleet jn Mobile
Bay—the Winnebago, Chickasaw, Mil-
wnukee and Kickapoo. Each turret
contiuined two 1l-inch smoothbhore
EUns.

“We went up the Ohio Rliver to
Mound City, I1l.,, where the contractors
delivered the vessel to Admiral Porter,
of the Mississippl Squadron, There we
were sworn Into the naval service. We
steamed down the Mississippi River,
stopplng at Helena, Ark., at the mouth
of the Red River, where we were sta-
tloned to protect the retreat of Gen.
Banks and New Orleans. After ahout
10 days at New Orleans we went to
Mohjle Bay (July 25, 1864), and joined
Farragut's Fleet. Farragut was walt-
ing for i(he Tecumseh to arrive from
Pensacola, Fla.,, and at midnight of
Aug. 4 she reported,

“Atl 6:10 a. m. of Aug. 6 the signal

forte. The Tecumseh led the fleet and
the wooden vessels were lashed togeth-
er. The double-turreted monitors Win-
nebago, Chickasaw, Milwaukee and
Kickapoo took up positions next the
fort to protect the wooden vessels. The
flagship Hartford came last, lashed to
the Metacomet. The Admiral was
lashed to the cross trees of the Hart-
ford in order to get a better view of
the position of his own ships and the
Confederate fleet. BShortly after the
fight commenced and we had exchanged
shote with Fortse Morgan and Galnes
the Confederate fleet appeared, led by
the ram Tennessce, the flagship of the
Confederate Admiral, Buchanan. Far-
rigut signaled: 'Tecumseh attack the
ram." The Tecumseh atarted, and
struck a submerged torpedo, which =ent
her to the bottorn. Out of a crew of
about 130 officera and men but two
escaped, the pilot and t¥= Third Ass
ant Engineer. The fagship Hartford
now shot ahead of the feet with guns
firing, and the signal displayed ‘Follow
me."

“Of the Confederate Aect wa eapruraed
the Tennessee and Selma, the Gaines
was run ashore (her crew esenped after
setting fire and burning her to the wi-
ter's edge), and the gunboats Muorghn
and Powell and ram Haltic escaped (o
Moblle, where they were afterward
captured,

“The Chickasaw went up the Tom-
bigbee River about 40 miles to a place
called Nanna Huba Bluff to ger the
ram Baltlie, which had been taken there
by her Confederate eommander. We
took the Baltic In tow, but struck a
sandbar, and Capt. Charles Perkins
abandoned her and returned to Mobile.
We remained at Moblle from about
April 10, 18656, to July 3, 18656, when
we went back to New Orleans, At one
time during the war the Government
encouraged enlistments from the army
into the navy, and our vessel recelved
some from & Michigan regiment. A
first-class flreman by the name of Tan-
ner assisted me when on watch., If
this meets his eye or that of any of
his relatives or anyone who knew him,
I would be glad to hear. Why can't we
old fellows of Farragut's Fleet have a
Heunlon ?*

Fired On the Forest Rose.

8. J. Capps, Boatswaln'’s Mate, U, S.
gunboat Forest Rose No. 9, La Veta,
Colo., writes:

“Some time in October, 1863, the U.
B. gunboat Forest Rose No. 9 was lying
at anchor off Hurricane Island, on the
Mississippi River, Three bells in the
forenvon watch had just struck, and
the crew, just relleved from big gun
drill, had thrown themselves down on
the forecastle deck, when little Arthur
Morrison, the ship’s painter, sprang up
the forward hatch, shouting: *“Fire!
Fire in the hold!" Right after him
came big Charley Smith, the Boat-
swaln's Mate, with his whiskers, eye-
brows and hair nearly all burned off.
Some one else took up the cry, but
changed It to: “Fire! Fire in the magn-
zine!" The flirst was bad enough, but
the last just froze the blood in our

velns, and for a moment it looked as
|tho we had lost our grip, One man
ijumhwl overboard, but the rest of us
jumped for the fire buckets, hose and
pumps. It seemed as if the fire would
lAsm-ls-lg.r reich the magazine. The bulk-
head between the forward hold and the
magazine caught fire several tmes, but
wet blankets were spread over the pow-
der and leept the sparks from getting
to it. Every one of ug expected each
minute to be our last, as we all knew
the amount of powder we had on board
wis sufficlent to blow up a mountain.
After what seemed an age we succeeded
in putting out the fire and saving the
ship and ourselves. When we had time
to look around we found Pat Curry,
who had jumped overboard, on the
stern wheel. He was brought on board
and at once put down in the brig, where
he wtayed for 30 days, besides losing

two months’ pay, a very light sentence
for go grave an offense. Boalswalin's

came from the Hartford to attack the |

Mate Charles S8mith was prémoted to
Master's Mate and sent’ 10 another ship.
Ben Saunders, of Covinglon,) Ky., was
promoted to Boatswain's Mate, and 1
wns promoted to Captaln of, the Star-
borrd Forecastle, and:the whole crew
were commended in. General Orders Is-
sued by Admiral Porter. If any of the
crew of the Forest Rose gee this, 1
would be glad to hear from them.”

Capture of the Privateer Florida.

R. L. Austin, R. D. No. 3, Yancouver,
Wash., writes; -

“I noticed an account of the capture
of the privateer Florida by some one
down on the coast of Southh America.
I had always supposed that the flagship
Niagara, on which 1 served) captured
the Florida on the coast of Europe. She
wns being fitted out at Liverpool, and
our Lieutenant, Mr. Phenix, of Brook-
Iyn, disguised himself as an English-
man, and went aboard of her and found
when she was to sail. We immedintely
went to sea and put a wide strip of
canvag around our hull, lowered one
smokestack and our masts. When the
Florida was on her way to the Canary
Isles we wayviaid and captured her, put
a crew on board and sent her to Bos-
ton. 1 received from Unecle Sam my
share of the prize money.”

The Rebols Captured Six,

George H. Traviz, 87 Pine street,
Brooklyn, N. Y., writes:

“I read the statement made by Com-
ride Runsdell that there were only
about 200 survivors of the West Gulf
Squadron (of which I am one). Alzo
thnt there were four vessels captured
by the rebels, There were six, as fol-
lows:  Jun. 1, 1863 (Galveston Bay),
the 1. 8. 8. Harriet Lane—J. M. Wain-
wright, Commander; Jan. 11, 1863 (off
Galveston), the U. 8. S. Hatteras—H.
C. Blake, Lieutenant-Commander; Jan.

21, 1862 (off Snhine Pass), the 1. S.
S, Morning Light—John Dillingham,
Acting Master in command; Jan. 21,
1863 (off Sabine Pass), the U, S.
schooner Velocity—N. W. Hammond,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant in com-
mand; Sept. 8, 1862 (Sabine Pass), U.
8. 8, Buchem—Amos Johnson, Acting
Master ecommanding. This list com-
prises about all the vesgels that were

captiured with thelr crews entire, There

were several boats' crews ecaptured, I

believe., We were all prisoners of war

togother with the exeception of the Hat-

teras. 1 was on the Morning Light.”
At Port Fisher.

MiMlin G, Gregory, Hall, R. F, D. 1,
larbour County, W. Va., writes:

“1 have been watehing for some one
to write of the Fort Flsher affalr, of
the Navy and the Navy Brigade, and
the slaughter by the monitors.
Navy Brigade moved on to the stock-
ade, where the rebels killed and wound-
ed nearly the whole brigade, Capt. 0.
S. Gleson saw the mistake. T belonged
to the Third Division, the Santiago de
Cuba (0. 8, Gleson, Captain), We took
the wounded to Norfolk, Va., and were
struck three times. I would love to
hear from George L. Flsher and Louis
C. Parks, who were my gunner mates.

I was first loader and second spong-
er.'

Escapade of the Webb,
James W, Bateman, Opolis,
Wriites:
“Comrade Robbine asks about the
| ram Webh. 1 was crippled and on
board the hospital boat I». A. January,
awaltlng to be sent up to Cairo, I,
when the Webb passed the warships 1y-
ing at anchor in the New Orleans har-
|bor. When it got around the hend it
lowered the Stars and Stripes and ralsed
the Coufederste flag. A marine baat
was the only el with steam up, and
|1t opened fire across the town and suc-
ceeded In killlng ' cow. This boat
|mn-s: chiuse, and telegrams were sent
to Forts Jackson and St. Philip below.
A warship was there, which started up
the river to meest the Webb. The ma-
rine boat was giving the Webb a close
chase. The Johnnies ran the Webb
yashore, pnd set fire to her and made
ilhelr esciape. When the marines got to
|her they found three¢ or four of the
firemen on the Webb fast asleep. The

Kan.,

boat came down from Red River. It
was loaded with cotton and was making
for Havana."

Robert A. McAlister, Baltimore, Md.,
writes:

“The Webb passed New Orleans load-
ed with cotton bales on the way out.
She was chased by the Hollyhock, com-
manded by Sherardi, and ran ashore
below the city, where she was dis-

putehed either by her

Holly hoek." ¥ meén or by the
Wm. Simmons, Naval Post, 400, G.
Illi. !‘tnl:uh:lphla_ Pa., writes:

“The Webb, formerly the Willlam H.
Webb, built in New York, was a lu\}\'{c
pressure, slde-wheel steamer about 200
feet long and capable of great speed,
When the war began she was at New
Orleans, and was selzed by the Con-
federate authorities and fitted out as
& ram. When Farragut captured that
city the ram escaped up the Red River,
going as far as Alexandrin. The Webh
{Capt. Charles Price) nssisted in the
capture of the Unlon gunboat Indian-
ola, near Natchez, May 24, 1863, and
this was the only service it remlered so
far a8 I know. The ram then agnin
sought safety fn the Red River, where
It wus blockaded by the Unlon gun-
boats Choctaw, Manhattar and Lafay-
elte. Capt. Plerce was succeeded by
Charles W. Read, who, with the con-
gent of the Confederate authorities, de-
termined to descend the Mississippl
River, pass the Union vessels and pro-
ceerl to sea on a plratical trip. The
Webb salled from Shreveport, Lu., April
6, 1BGH, with 250 cords of wood for
fuel, and on the night of April 23 en-
tered the Mississippl River and encoun-
tered the Unlon gunboats, from whom
the ram escaped on sccount of jts sn-
;_n_-riur speed.  On approaching New
Orleans the ram displaved the Ameri-
can Flag, but was recognized by the
pilot of the Lackawanna, who promptly
gave the alarm. The Hollyhock, Flor-
Ida, Quaker City dand Ossipee Eave
chase, and amid the greatest excite-
ment opened fire. About 25 mlles be-
low the city the sloop-of-war Richmond
was encountered coming up. During
the engagement which resulted the ram
was set on fire and totally destroyed.
The crew were saved by small boats
and confined as prisoners on board of
the sloop-of-war Lackawanna, from
which vessel they were sent North later
on to Fort Warren, where they arrived
on May 10 and were kept'in confine-
ment until the close of the' war, They

were sent North on the steamer Flor-
da."

A.

Wm. H. Chenery, 14th R. 1., 157 Bea-
con avenue, Providence, R. 1., writes:

“A New Orleans paper of that date
says: ‘About 12:30 to-day the people
were electrified by the appearance In
the river of the tug Webb, from Red
River, passing the city under the fire
of our war vessdls. She carried six
h‘(-nw guns, and bore the American
Flag at half-mast. As sheé was pussing
out of =ight she hauled down the Amer-
lcan IFlag and hoisted the rebel colors,
which were clearly distinguished by the
'thrr;ng of spectators upon the levee,
The Webb g well sremembered as a
very fast bhoat. She is palnted white,
and her decks and bojlers are protect-
ed by bales of cotton, Her act in run-
ning such a gauntlet geems almost too
daring  for belief’ We  afterwards
learned that the condensers of the Webh
became disabled when a few miles
whove Fort St. Phillp, and she was de-
serted and blown up. Capt, Reed, of
the Webb, and 26 of his crew made
their escape to the shore, but were
subsequently captured by the 10th Il
Cav. and brought to New Orlewns '

Portsmouth Was Not at Pensacola.

F. G. tendlett, Lowell, Mass., writes:

“A comrade in the National Home,
Wis, wishes to know if the U, 8. S
Portsmouth was stationed at Pensacola
in 1864. I served on that noble old
ship from December, 1861, to Decem-
ter, 1864. She was never out of the
| Mississippl River In 1864, but was busy

Our |

Webb burned to the water's edge. This |

a1l that time doing duty from the head
of the Passes to 12 milles above New
Cirleans.'”
Saved the Mahaski.

Peter Bauer, Watseka, I, writes:

“In 1864 1 was fireman op the Mahas-
ki. She was lying in front of St. Marks,
Fla. One very hot day the Engineer
ordered one of his men to bring a can
of oll from the oll room. He opened
the door, but immediately closed it
again. He seemed dnzed, T was or-
dered to go and see what was the mat-
ter. On opening the door I found the
room filled with gas, and realizing the
danger. 1 took o long breath, and, leap-
ing ncross the room, opened a port hole.
As 1 turneéd to leave a flame of fire
came from a pile of ofl waste. The fire
wng but a few Inches from a large tank
of oll. I got hold of the burning waste,
dragged It out and threw it overboard,
and was almost overcome by the gas.
The Enginecr told me that if T ever
needed help to eall on him in Hoston,
but I never did, because I have been in
the West e¢ver since.”

Laoss of the Ram Merrimac.

Wm. Simmons, Commander of the
Flying Squadron of Naval Veterans, U
8. Navy, writes:

“The Merrimae was originally a
ateam screw frigate of 3,200 tons (40
guns), built at Charlestown, Mass, In
1856, her last service In the Navy being
in the Pacific Squadron, commanded by
Capt. Robert H. Hitchcock. She was at
Norfolk, Vi, when the war began and
when the Nuvy Yoard there was evac-
unted. She was sunk in the Elizabeth
River on the night of April 20, 1861.
On April 25 her guns were removed
and gent to Sewell’'s Peint for the de-
fense of Norfolk. The Confederates de-
clded to raise the vessel, and succeeded
in doing 80 on May 30, 1861, She was
then plieed in the drydock, where the
work of transformation began under
the supervision of Engineer Wm. P.
Willilamson and Naval Constructor John
L. Porter.

*The Navy Yard was at that time
commanded by Capt. French Forrest,
who was authorized to extend every fa-
cility in his power to fronclad the Mer-
rimac and putl her in serviceable condi-
tion at once. Mechanics and laborers
were employed on the vessel day and
night. She was cut down to her berth
deck to within three and a half feet of
her water line. Then there was erect-
ed at an angle of 45 degrees a roof of
plteh-pine and oak 24 inches thick, ex-
tending from the water line to a hight
over the gundeck of seven feet

““The jron plating which covered the
wooill backing was rolled at the Trede-
gar Iron Works at Richmond, and was
| two inches thick. put on In two layers.
| The vessel was also protected by a cast-
iron prow, which extcnded four feet
under the water., The pilot house was
forward of the smokestack, and covered
with the same thickness of iron as her
sides. Every effort was made by her
builders to hasten the completion of the
vesse],

“She was ready for service and com-
missioned as the Virginia Feb. 24, 1862,
Her battery consisted of 10 guns, six
of which were nine-inch smoothhore
broadsides. Her crew conslsted of about
100 men, selected with some difficulty
from a New Orleans regiment of Ma-
gruder's PBrigade, then at Yorktown,
Va. The following is belleved to be a
correct list of her officers: Capt. Frank-
lin Puchanan, Lieut. C. A. R. Jones,
Ordnance Officers C. C. Sims, R. D.
Minor, Hunter Davidson, J. T. Wood, J.
1. Eggleston and Walter Butt; Mldship=
men R. C. Foote, H. Maundicke, H. B.
Littiepage, W. C. Craig, J. C. Long, L.
M. Rootes; Paymaster James Sample,
Surg. D. Phillips; Engineers H. A. Ram-
sey, J W. Tvnan, Louden Campbell, C.
A, Jack, Robert Wright. Benjamin Her-
ring: Gunner C. B. Ollver, Carpenter
Hugh Lindsay and Captaln of Marines
A S, Gurrett.

Destroys the Cumberland and Congress,

*"March 8, 1862, the Virginia left Nor-
folkx Navy Yard and steamed slowly
down the Elizabeth River, accompaniad
| by the tugboats Beaufort.and Raleigh.
{On reaching Sewell’'s Point Capt. Buch-
anan turned the Virginin and her es-
corts towards Newport News, where the
Congress and Cumberland were st
anchor. These two vessels were de-
stroved b vthe Virginia in less than two
hours. The Virginia was taken to Nor-
folk Navy Yord for some needed re-
pairs after that engagement. It was
found during the battle that her steer-
ing gear was unreliable and her engines
very defective,

“The lttle Monitor, under Capt. John
L. Waorden, arrived from New Yprk at
Hampton Roads on the night of March
8, and the next day, March 9, the Vir-
ginin returned to the scene of its pre-
vious day's exploits, and an unexpected
adversary, the little Monitor, was en-
countered, and an engagement between
the two vessels resulted in the defeat of
the Virginla and her return to Norfolk
in a sinking condition. One man was
killed on the Virginla and Capt. Buch-
anan was seriously wounded. The ves-
sel wns put in drydock agaln, and her
Captalin relicved of command. His sue-
cesgor, Joslah Tatnall, assumed com-
mitnd on March 29, About May 1, 1862,
it was evident that the Unlon forces
wanted Norfolk and wanted it badly, so
a combincd army and navy expedition
against it was determined upon. Rather
than submit to capture, the Confeder-
ates, under Gen. Huger, decided to evac-
unate, which was done rather hastily,

“The disposition of the Virginia was
a problem. She was not able to go
anywhere, 80 by order of her new com-
mandér, Josinh Tatnall, she wans set on
fire and blown up May 11. The destruc-
tion was a grent surprise to the South-
ern people generally, and the Confed-
erate Navy Department appointed a
board to inquire into the cause of Its
loga, . This Court consisted of Capts.
Forrest, Tngraham and Lynch, and Its
conclusions weére not very complimen-
tary to Capt. Tatnall. They declared
thuat the vessel should have been saved.
Capt. Tatnall then demanded a court-
martial, and his request was promptly
complied with, and he was exonerated
In the following language: ‘The only
alternative was to abandon and burn
the ship then and there, which, In the
judgment of the Court, was deliberately
and wisely done by order of the ac-
cused.’

“Capt. Tatnall was formely an officer
in the U. 8. Navy, from which he re-
gigned Feb. 1, 1861. Capt. John I.
Worden was appointed Midshipman
Jan. 12, 1835, and his first service was
on board the sloop-of-war Erle, In the
Brazll Squadren, after which he served
at the Naval Observatory, then on the
Rellef and Southampton in the Pacilic
Squadron; commissioned Lieutenant
Nov, 30, 1846, he was on the Ohio, Cum-
berland and Savannah in the order
named; commissioned July 12, 1862, he
did duty on the monitor Montauk, in
the South Atlantic Squadron; commlis-
sioned Captain, Feb. 3, 1863, he did
duty on the sloop-of-war Pensacoln:
commissioned Commodore May 27,
1868, he did duty at the Naval Acad-
cmy; commissioned Rear-Admiral Nov.
20, 1872; retired from active service
Dec. 23, 1886, and died at Washington,
D. €, Oct, 18, 1897, aged nearly 80
years, 2 of which were spent Iln the
U. 8. Navy.”

—-—

In at the Death,

Editor National Tribune: Tn the

movement that resulted In the capture
of Gen. Lee and his command the Sec-
We

ond and Fifth Corps were i factor.

were punching him up in the re
bringing him to battle pt Wive Forks
and Hatcher’'s Run, while our cavalry
were in their front, making his advance
a very uncertndln quantity. The day we
erossed the Happahannock o little in-
cldent occurred that remains fresh in
my memory. « The Second and Fifth
Corps were In column, with the Second
in advance. It became apparent that
somi thing was wrong with the head of
the column as the line closed up and
finally halted, I and two others, Com-
missiry Sergeants of our respective reg-
iments that made up Gen. Gregory's
Brignde, not carrving urms and not re-
quired to remain In line, mude our way
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to the front and found the bridge on
fire. A pontoon was soon in position,
and as the head of the column struck
the pontoon we crowded in. We left
the troops on the turnpike while we
went to the little town of Farmyille. We
took to the rallroad track.

We learned later what was not ap-
parent at first, that the town was on the
side of the river where we were hefore
making the first crossing, and that an-
other bridge was burning that should
have served us in reaching the town.
The cavalry had taken some prisoners,
and was bringing them over In boats
and uniting them with our forces, and
as they returned with the boats they
allowed us to go over into town. We
had no sooner struck the street when
we were halted by the provost guard,
and as we had no passes and our word

the advance, and as the rebel works
were approached the colors of Battery
K were planted thereon. Finally the
city of Richmond was reached, and the
colors of Battery K were unfurled on
the steps of the Capitol two hours and
30 minutes before the colors of any
other. When the main body of the two
corps moved upon Richmond the Twen-
ty-fourth was also ahead.”

Henry Stridmire, now living here, was
one of the Richmond Guards. He re-
members seeing our battery come up
Broad street at 6:30 a. m., the first
troops to enter the city.—Berlin Swan,
Battery K, 3d N. Y. L. A, Franklin,
Venango Co., Pa.

The 1st Pa. Cav.

Editor National Tribune: Please give

a short history of the 1st Pa, Cav.—H,

not being current, we were classed a3 o~ pawvey or Fawzey, Tyvler. Pa.

“eoffee coolers” and were shut up In an !

old tobacco warehouse. We were a sort
of advance guard, but soon had plenty
of company of stragglers,

The authorities kept us from morn-
ing till dark, when we were ordered to
hunt our commands. While the troops
had bilvouacked we were making the
distance they had made during the day.
We learned on our arrival that we were
wanted at headquarters. Our absence
had resulted In the men not getting
their rations of fresh meat, we not be-
ing there to receive and handle the
same. We were reprimanded, and told
to remain with the troops in the future,
Two or three days after came the sur-
render, and we were glad to be at the
front to witness the event.—S, B. Smith,
Commissary-Sergeant, 188th N. Y., 3814
Cheyenne street, Tacoma, Wash.

e IR e T
The First to Enter Richmond.

Editor National Tribune: T would like
to hear from any comrade of Battery
K, 3d N. Y. L. A, or anyone that knows
the address of Wm. Tucker, He was
wounded at the battle of Fort Harrison,
near Richmond, I append herewith an
article taken from the Richmond Her-
ald of April 8, 1865, in reference to the
occupation of Richmond:

“Will you please correct an error
which appears in your report of the
occupation of Richmond. The facts
are these: The skirmish line of the
Twenty-fourth Corps, composed in part
of the 9th Vt. and the 81st N. Y., were
at least an hour in advance of the skir-
mish line of the Twenty-fifth Corps.
Capt. J. R. Angel, Battery K, 3d N. Y.
L. A, closed vpon the skirmish line of

| 1861,

The 1st Pa. Cav. was organized at
Harrisburg from August to September,
At the expiration of its three
' years' service the veterans and recruits
| were organized into a battalion of flve

companies and consolidated with the
| 6th and 17th Pa. Cav., June 17, 1886,
| to form the 2d Provisional Pa. Cav. The
| regiment was commanded by Col. Geo,
'D. Bavard. a West Point graduate, who
| was promoted to Brigadier-General May
B, 1862, succeeded by Col. Owen Jones,
resigned Jan. 30, 1863, succeeded by
Col. John P. Taylor, mustered out Sept.
9. 1864. At the time of consolidation
Maj. Hampton 8. Thomas was In com-
mand. It belonged to Gregg's DMvision,
Cavalry Corps, and lost 96 killed and
| 105 from disease, etc.—Editor Nationsal
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is an electrical wone
der. It multiplies
sound waves 80 a deaf
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. hesr as well as thosze
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| required; gives Instant oassistance.
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PENSIONS. PATENTS. BOUNTIES

Many soldierm whe drew pension under 1be old isw, but now draw onder act of Feb, 8, 1907, can now g8

back to old Iaw and obtaln furtber Increass,
ents procured furinventors Over 2 years sgecessfgl

JOSEPH H. HUNTER, Pension and

Fenxiony

and hountles procirs ] for soldiers and widows Date

practics.  Now write him,

Fatent Attorney, Washington, D. C.

HOTEL FOR RENT OR SALE.

New three story brick hotel of atiractive design at St. Cloud, Florida,
containing seventy rooms, equipped with all modern improvements, in-
cluding running water and electricity, can be leased or purchased by

competent and responsible parties
formation and all particulars will
cation to

on reasonable terms. Further ine
be cheerfully furnished upon applis

SEMINOLE LAND & INVESTMENT CO., Washington, D. C.

SI KLEGG:

His Transformation from a
Raw Recruit to a Veteran

By JOHN McELROY
ROOK No. 1.

Everywhere the veterans nave laughed

:or another nstallment, read selection
Reunions, and have r:gummcr!dcq it to
gictire ever written of real life in the

I'he National Tribune the publishers yielded t
The editions we

ashed it 1 book form. A
ior the book has been so great that it

-

ILLUSTRATEND

EW BOOKS in the lite
F erary history of this
country had such ine
‘lantaneous success and wide
vpularity as the “Si Klegg”
eries. From the very !rst
he story attracted a host of
caders, and these increased
« geometrical ratio as tha
ablication progressed.
It is the story plainly, sime
iy and truthfully told of the
evelopment of two green
wuntry boys into veteram
ddiers of the highest type,
he st is told with affecs
onate hdelity by onme wha
arched, camped and fought
ith them, and there is a
siversal agreement that it is
war the best story of the ex«
gerience of the enlisted men
in the Union Army that has
ever been written. Every
detail and incident is sa
truthful, so like his own ex-
perience that the veteran ine
stantly recognizes it with
a burst of laughter or the
tears welling into his eyes
The abounding humor of the
book is one of its most fas«
sinating features. Whereves
it is possible to extract tum
out of any situation or hap-
pening it is done in the real
old army way. The heros ol
the stocy see the fun thems-
selves at once and the
author vividly depicts it.
and cried over the story, hungered
s from it at their Post meetings and
their children and friends as the truesg
Union Army. After its publication in
o the strong demand and repubs
re long ago exhausted, but the demand

has been decided to reissue it in better

worm, with additional illustrations, and in a more creditable typographical way,
Each volume will deal with a distinct period of 5i Klegg's army experience,
with his transformation from a raw recruit into a soldier and then into a seas

soned veteran. |
Each volume will be of about 250

pages, printed in large, clear type on

zood white paper, and bound in paper and cloth. The paper copies will be sent’

to any address

m cloth. The Erst volume is now und

ostpaid upon the receipt of 50 cents, and $1.00 Tor those bound !

er way and will soon be out. It deals

with Si Klegg's leaving his Indiana home to enlist and his early experiences in|

.he Army while he was undergoing the

nim into shape as a’ real soldier, fit for any dutLtshat might be assigned to him.
Fhe second volume will take him up where he
him thru several battles and campaigns.

haps and mishaps which at length lick

become seasoned to war and
Other volumes will follow.

carr
.zl‘hosc who have been long desiring copies of the book can at once send in
their orders, accompanied by 5o cents for each copy in paper to

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE, Washington, D. C.
The National Tribune, onec year, and Si Klcgg (paper cover), bath poste

paid for $1.00,




